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citadel still remaining hers, Catherine ordered the magazine
to be blown up, determined to perish unconquered in the
ruins; but it was done ineffectively, and only gave further
assistance to the attack. At last Caesar Borgia demanded to
parley with her, and while she spoke with him she was
treacherously seized from behind, and the defence of Forli
by its lion-hearted Countess was at an end (8th January
1500).

D'Allegre, the French commander, declared that Catherine
was the prisoner of the King of France; but Caesar Borgia
refused to give her up, and on the 23rd of January he marched
out of Forli conveying her as a prisoner to Rome, and treat-
ing her with many indignities. Caesar Borgia reached Rome
on the 26th February, and as Catherine once more entered
through the Porta del Popolo she must have contrasted this
entry with that first brilliant one of hers as a girl of fifteen
twenty-three years before. At first she was treated well, but
was soon consigned to the dungeons of the castle of St.
Angelo on a charge of plotting to poison the Pope, and was
there shamefully treated. The Borgia did not dare openly
to put to death one whose sister was married to the Emperor
and whom the King of France claimed as his prisoner, but
they intended that she should die nevertheless; and for a
whole year she disappeared from sight. However, in June
1501 the French army returned to Italy and heard of her
disappearance into the dungeons of St. Angelo; her gallant
defence of Forli had shed glory on the French arms by their
capture of so formidable a castle, and Louis XII refused to
allow her to be thus treated, and insisted on her being set at
liberty. Caesar Borgia opposed her liberation with all his
might, declaring that she would turn Lombardy and Romagna
upside down; but the commander of the French army,
D'Allegre, who had tried to protect Catherine from him when
she surrendered at Forli, swore that if she were not set free
at once the French army, then approaching Rome, should
plunder and sack the city; and the Pope had to submit.